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Draft PROGRAMME 
as of 14 February 2019 

 

 

  SCENE SETTING 
 
Monday, 15 April 2019 
 

Time Session 
10:00 – 10:35 am Opening of the meeting 

□ Messages by the People (Video) 
□ President of the Economic and Social Council (TBC) 
□ President of the General Assembly (TBC) 
□ Secretary-General of the United Nations (TBC)  
□ Managing Director of the IMF (TBC) 
□ President of the World Bank (TBC) 
□ Director-General of WTO (TBC) 

 
10:35– 10:50 am Keynote address  

 
10:50 – 11:50 am  Navigating the headwinds and tailwinds: current global economic context and 

emerging trends  
 
The world economy is in transition. 2018 has seen a transition from broad-based 

growth to slowing growth with uneven global expansion with emerging downside 

risks (such as deteriorating debt sustainability); from accommodative to tightening 

financial conditions; and from strong capital inflows to emerging market economies 

to capital outflows from many of them. It is imperative to understand how these 

trends are impacting financing for sustainable development at global, regional and 

country levels, in particular the most vulnerable countries and population groups.  

Guiding questions: 
1. What are the emerging economic trends, risks, and vulnerabilities that could 

impede progress towards the 2030 Agenda and Addis Ababa Action Agenda, 
especially for those furthest behind? 

2. What are the implications of these trends and vulnerabilities for policy 
choices at global, regional and country level? 
 

Special presentation: Key messages and recommendations from the 2019 Financing 
for Sustainable Development Report of the IATF 
 
Moderated, interactive discussion  
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11:50 am – 1:00 
pm 

Bending the curve: non-economic trends and embracing new opportunities  
 
On the non-economic side, climate risk has become more urgent. Poverty is set to 
rise in several parts of the world, partly due to fast population growth. Geopolitical 
tensions weaken investor/consumer confidence. Frontier technologies are reshaping 
the job market and challenging conventional social protection and growth policies. 
Successful policy responses to these trends will require peace, justice and strong 
institutions.  Yet, many regions of the world continue to suffer from armed conflict 
or other forms of violence that occur within societies at the domestic level. Advances 
in promoting the rule of law and access to justice are uneven. This session will 
highlight the emerging non-economic trends and their impact on the economy. It will 
also feature the opportunities and potential gains from addressing these trends, with 
a focus on accelerating progress towards specific SDGs under in-depth review by the 
2019 HLPF.  
 
Guiding questions: 

1. What are the non-economic trends and factors that are reshaping the 
context and priorities of financing the SDGs?   

2. What are the policy and institutional innovations that can turn the 
challenges into a positive catalyst for the economy and society as a whole? 

3. How to leverage the new opportunities and means to drive financing to 
where it is most needed, in particular, groups left behind due to the 
transition to future jobs and climate-resilient societies? 

 
Moderated, interactive discussion  
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  Peer learning 
 
Monday, 15 April 2019 
 

Time Session 
3:00 – 4:30 pm Ministerial Finance Dialogue 1 – Promoting inclusive growth and reducing 

inequalities 
 
Inequality is a drag on growth, undermining faith in the social contract. It is a clear 
obstacle to the achievement of the SDGs. Underrepresented and marginalized 
groups—including women and youth, among others-- suffer disproportionately from 
poverty and are often excluded from basic services, financial systems and work 
opportunities. There is increasing evidence that financialization contributes to 
income inequality. National policies and institutions play an important role in 
shaping inequalities, as demonstrated by the different trajectories in inequality 
experienced by countries at similar levels of development. Policy modifications can 
ensure fiscal and financial systems actively promote greater equality, particularly for 
women, youth, and marginalized groups. 
 
Guiding questions: 

1. With economic gains increasingly accrued to capital over labour, what policy 
mix (e.g. job creation and social protection; tax on capital and wealth versus 
taxes on labour) at a national level can make growth more inclusive?  

2. How can fiscal policies be more effective in strengthening inclusive growth 
and reducing inequalities, which are instrumental to achieving all of the 
SDGs? 

3. How can increased entrepreneurship and labour market participation be 
supported among marginalized groups?  What policies generate decent work 
opportunities for those working in the informal economy—estimated at 
more than 2 billion people worldwide? 

 
□ Moderated, interactive discussion  

 
4:30 – 6:00 pm  Ministerial Finance Dialogue 2 – Mobilizing finance for climate action 

 
Climate action and economic growth can be complementary.  Mobilizing finance for 
climate action, including through investments in climate mitigation and low-carbon 
growth, is critical for building resilience to climate shocks and achieving the SDGs. 
Such investment is not only an economic choice but also a political one.  Country-
driven strategies should be based on identified priorities and needs (e.g., the balance 
between adaptation and mitigation), as well as institutional frameworks and 
technical capacity.   There is much scope to strengthen linkages between climate 
action and international development cooperation towards more sustainable and 
resilient societies. At the aggregate level, such actions must meet the ambition laid 
out in the Paris Agreement.   
 
Guiding questions: 
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1. What policy instruments and other tools can be put in place to mobilize 
finance for climate action? How will the Paris rulebook contribute? 

2. In addition to climate disclosures, how can the corporate sector be further 
mobilized?  

3. How can investment and innovation be strengthened in key sectors that 
could contribute to climate mitigation and low-carbon growth and 
development, such as energy, construction, transport and infrastructure? 

 
□ Moderated, interactive discussion  

 
 
Tuesday, 16 April 2019 
 

Time Session 
10:00 – 11:30 am Ministerial Finance Dialogue 3 – Designing integrated national financing 

frameworks for sustainable development  
 
Achieving the 2030 Agenda will require public and private, domestic and 
international, financial as well as non-financial resources and means of 
implementation (MOI), as laid out in the Addis Agenda. However, many national 
sustainable development strategies to-date have not sufficiently addressed key 
issues of financing and other MOI. And many developing countries are still lagging in 
integrated national planning, policy and institutional approaches needed to support 
the implementation of the NSDS to achieve the SDGs by 2030.   
 
Guiding questions: 

□ Almost 4 years after the adoption of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, to what 
extent it has catalyzed financing for development at country level?  

□ What are the action areas where the international community has made 
most progress or lag most from a national perspective?    

□ What has been the experience with developing integrated national financing 
frameworks?  What types of institutional arrangements facilitate integrated 
planning and financing in different countries?  

 
□ Moderated, interactive discussion  

 
11:30 am – 1:00 
pm 

Ministerial Finance Dialogue 4 – Harnessing new technologies for financing the 
SDGs 
 
New and emerging technologies hold great potential for accelerating progress on the 
SDGs and their adequate financing, but also pose challenges to ensuring inclusive 
sustainable development. Digitalization, fintech and other rapidly changing 
technologies and innovations open new possibilities for financing for sustainable 
development, but they can also challenge traditional policy and regulatory 
frameworks; increase exposure to risk; and exacerbate inequalities.   
 
Guiding questions: 

1. How can innovation and new technologies be encouraged to benefit society 
as a whole, leaving no one behind?  
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2. How can the challenges posed by financial innovation—such as potential 
risks for customers and systemic risks to financial market stability—be 
addressed?    
 

□ Moderated, interactive discussion  
 

1:00 – 3:00 pm Informal dialogue with Executive Directors on the future of work and job creation 
(luncheon by invitation only) 
 

3:00 – 5:00 pm Special High-level Meeting with the Bretton Woods institutions, the World Trade 
Organization and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
 
This interactive dialogue, as part of the one-day Special High-level Meeting of the 
Council with the Bretton Woods Institutions, WTO and UNCTAD, aims to improve 
mutual understanding and policy coherence among the policy-making 
intergovernmental bodies of the international trade and finance institutions. It has 
traditionally focused on systemic issues and some issues of common concern among 
the institutions.  
 
The possible topics under review include, among others:  

• Public debt:  Financing needs for the SDGs are enormous, but many 
countries are unable to raise resources as a result of their high public debt 
burden. Public debt has played an important role in the rise of overall global 
debt levels to historic highs. Overall, risks of debt distress are rising and debt 
restructurings are becoming more challenging. Considering its potential 
threat to the 2030 Agenda, the international community should advance 
discussion on achieving debt sustainability, reducing debt distress, improving 
domestic resource mobilisation and addressing vulnerabilities. 

• Fintech and financial inclusion:  Fintech has provided opportunities to an 
increasing number of people in developing countries to access financial 
services.  However, it is also posing challenges for regulators and consumer 
protection. There is thus a strong need for adapting regulations and financial 
system supervision to the growing number of Fintech actors and products. 
Also, the number of worldwide corresponding banking relationships is 
declining. Given the transboundary characteristics and impact of Fintech, 
international coordination and cooperation will be critical on these issues.  

  
5:00 – 8:00 pm  General Debate 

Statements by ministers and high-level officials 
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STOCKTAKING 
 

Wednesday, 17 April 2019 
 

Thematic panel discussions 
 

Time Session 
10:00 – 11:30 am Panel A: “Domestic public resources” (Action area A) 

 

• Progress and challenges in raising domestic  resources and improving public 
service delivery  at the national and subnational levels 

• Fiscal systems and inequality 
• Tax administration and growing the tax base; international tax cooperation, 

illicit financial flows 
• The role of national development banks  
□ Moderated, interactive discussion  

 
11:30 am – 1:00 
pm 

Panel B: “Domestic and international private business and finance” (Action Area B) 
 

• Financial sector and capital market development, including financial 
inclusion and new instruments (e.g. fintech) 

• Quality direct investments (e.g. in relation to employment)  
• New development in sustainable investing and regulatory/policy implications 

for long-term and sustainable financial investment. 
□ Moderated, interactive discussion  

 
1:00 – 3:00 pm Lunch break 

 
3:00 – 4:30 pm Panel C: “International development cooperation” (Action area C)  

 
□ Aligning development cooperation with the 2030 Agenda, including its 

commitment to leave no one behind; 
□ Mobilize ODA and allocate ODA for maximum development impact; 
□ South-South cooperation 
□ Mobilize and make blended finance flows more effective, including for those 

countries and groups lagging furthest behind.  
□ Mobilize new and additional climate finance and make development 

cooperation more climate proof and disaster resilient  
□ Enhance, the quality, effectiveness and impact of development cooperation.  
□ Moderated, interactive discussion  
 

4:30 – 6:00 pm General Debate 
Statements by ministers and high-level officials 
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Thursday, 18 April 2018 
 

Thematic panel discussions (continued) 
 

Time  Session 
10:00 – 11:30 am Panel D: “Trade, science, technology, innovation and capacity-building” (Action 

areas D and G) 
 

• Recent trends in world trade and its impact on financing for development, 
particularly for LDCs.  

• Measures to promote international trade that is consistent with the SDGs 
under in-depth review at the 2019 HLPF.  

• New and emerging technologies and the SDGs under in-depth review at the 
2019 HLPF 

□ Moderated, interactive discussion  
 

11:30 am – 1:00 
pm 

Panel E: “Debt sustainability and systemic issues” (Action areas E and F) 
• Debt trends and growing debt risks 
• Sustainable and responsible borrowing and lending for the SDGs 
• Resolving unsustainable debt situations, involving official and private 

creditors 
• Financial regulation and impacts on SDGs 

• Correspondent banking linkages 
□ Moderated, interactive discussion  

 
1:00 – 3:00 pm Lunch break 

 
3:00 – 4:30 pm General Debate 

Statements by ministers and high-level officials 

 
4:30 – 5:30 pm The road to the General Assembly High-level Dialogue on Financing for 

Development 
-  

5:30 – 6:00 pm Closing of the meeting 
□ Adoption of the outcome document of the FfD Forum 
□ Closing remarks by the President of ECOSOC 

 


